ANNOUNCEMENT
Forum on Expanding Youth Learning and Opportunity Pathways in, and Linked to, West Africa
In April, 2017, Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey, Newark Campus, in collaboration with
the University of Ghana Business School, will co-convene a small gathering of scholars and
practitioners to examine research that sheds new light on, and innovate best practices designed
to eliminate, barriers that undermine the social mobility and wellbeing of West African youth,
aged 15-24. The forum, which is being underwritten by a grant from the Ford Foundation, will
focus mainly on three countries: Ghana, Nigeria, and Senegal.
Forum participants will explore research and practical approaches with potential applicability
across a spectrum of geographic locations within, and to a lesser extent, outside, the West Africa
sub-region. Selected presentations from the forum will be compiled and published in a special
issue of the AROCSA online journal.
Eligibility:
All applicants proposing to present research findings must have a Ph.D. or comparable terminal
degree that establishes their ability to conduct high-level, peer-reviewed scholarly research.
All applicants proposing to present innovative or best-practice programs or strategies, need not
have a graduate or professional degree, but must be affiliated with a verifiable, legally registered
NGO and/or other entity or institution.
Submissions can be in the form of PowerPoint presentations, or theoretical and empirical
research papers, or case studies. Theoretical and empirical research papers, or case studies
should be double-spaced, with 2,000 or fewer words.
For more information on eligibility requirements, and instructions on how to submit proposals
please read the full RFP: HERE.
The online proposal submission system will open Friday, December 2, 2016, and close Sunday,
January 15, 2017 at 11:59 EDT.
Applicants will be notified by Wednesday, February, 15, 2017.
To submit a proposal, please go to https://www.cornwall.rutgers.edu/forum-opportunitypathways and click on “Submit a Proposal”
Contact Information
Questions can be directed to Michael Simmons at Michael.simmons@rutgers.edu

